
T o  a t t e n d  your National Convenit%on i s  b o t h  a pleasaiit 2nd 

s t i m u l a t i n g  exper ience ,  TQ receive t h i s  special award from the 

Nat iona l  Soc ie ty  f o r  Crippled Children and Adults  and to be  

i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  in your meeting i n  a personal  way i s  a s i n g u l a r  

compliment, indeed, and I would Like t o  open my r emrks  chis  

evening by t e l l i n g  you t h a t  I a m  deeply conscious of the honor 

you have accorded m e .  

A s  a F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t o r ,  1 w e l c c m e  t h i s  oppor tuni ty  to 
-. 

r e a f f i r m  t ~ - 4  p a r t n e r s h i p  tha t  ex is t s  between your ~overni-fient 

and the vo lun ta ry  agencies  of this cowatry. A m e r i c a  can be 

proud y€ what such groups as yours have ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ p l i s h e d  through 

support  of research, pub l i c  and pro$essi~nal educa t ion ,  and 

corn-unity service.  

W e  are e n t e r i n g  upon a n e w  era i n  American h i s t o r y .  In  the 

b e l i e f  tha t  those  Americans who have t a s t e d  the f u l f i l l m e n t  of 

t h i s  g r e a t  Nati~n's promise have an obligation t o  he lp  b r ing  

the i r  less f o r t u n a t e  fellowmen out  of the i r  d i s p a i r  and dep- 

r i v a t i o n  and i n t o  the m a i n s t r e a m  of Jmerican l i f e ,  t h e  f i r s t  

s e s s i o n  Q €  the 89 th  Congress amassed an impressive box sco re  on 

nat ional  s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
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aspirations cannot be s s t i s f l ed  by inLividuak e f f o r t  or wfchin 

existing private resources 

to provide other meem fo-; theb reslization. 

your ~~@v3ri-~iient has an obk'igation 

Thus the Medhcare Progras4 C h 2  CmX'1unit-y Menix1 I-2ezILh 

Program, the Appalachian R e g i o n d  P r a g r a n ,  the Cormxnity Accian 

Program, the regional programs to comb 2.e heert d%sezse, cmcer 

and stroke, and the V~cational RehebElitat%on Amendmeats -- a l l  

are sign-ificant and i n p o r t m ~  steps t o  that goal, 

allow f o r  innovations En organizing and delivering health services  

through purposeful vigorous c o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i . l - , y  action. A l l  of t k z  2x2 

tailormade €or participation by voluntary egencies, 

,421 or' them 

I cannot stress too often thee we i n  Washington can authorize 

programs to help our cF-iizeses -- but in the l a s t  analysis it is 
- these citizens who m i s t  hel  thzmsebves. I€ any of the p?rogra;ns 

authorized by this Congress f a i l  -- it will be because of lack of 

initiative at the Pocaf and reg iona l  levels ,  

1: welcome this opportunity to share in this general session 

and to address representatives of a Society that is cmba t t ing  

such lack of initiative through S t a t e  and l o c a l  societies Fn the 

50 States, the District of CoPdmbLs and Puer to  R i c o .  Those of 

YOU in voluntary associations such as this will do much to assure 

the newly-enacted, long-range Nati~nsl programs to renew American 

democracy do not fail. 
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I welcome t h i s  opportunity to sa lu te  the NaCiona1 Society 

as one of t h i s  na t ion ' s  topfl ight  voluntary associations,  now 

i n  its 45th year of service t o  our country's handicapped people. 

Your Society i s  t o  be commended f o r  having chosen/its theme 
as 

for  t h i s  convention 1 1  Impact for  Tomorrow,  aimed a t  emp ha s i z  ing 

the e f fec t  of voluntary e f f o r t  on the American scene. 

That e f f ec t  has been a resounding and s ignif icant  one, you 

may be sure.  

I have a wealth of persond knowledge about your Society 

and i t s  many accomplishments. In my  OW^ c i t y  of Providence, the 

S ta te  Society's  Meeting S t ree t  School, Children's Rehabilitation 

Center i s  marking i t s  20th year of service t o  Rhode Island and 

the adjacent region- During those t w o  decades, it has compiled 

an outstanding record i n  f i l l i n g  previously unmet needs of a l l  

types of handicapped children. In addition, i t  has engaged i n  

public and professional education, research, provided a clearing- 

house of information on services t o  the handicapped and served 

as an approved t ra ining center f o r  student therap is t s ,  chi ld  

development, soc ia l  work, and psychology students, 

And I have a l so  had occasion t o  observe the work of your 

organization i n  the national cap i t a l  area.  There, four Easter 

Seal Centers provide pre-school education, psychological and 

medical evaluation, c l i n i c s ,  and rehabi l i ta t ion  services t o  

children and adul t  victims of crippling diseases and accidents 
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But these  are only two examples and t h e r e  i s  n o t  a 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from any of your l o c a l  s o c i e t i e s  here  ton igh t  

who could no t  provide us wi th  a s i m i l a r  l i s t  of accomplishments, 

I n  one of h i s  works t i t l e d  Health and Education: The 

Science of Health,  t h e  Engl i sh  clergyman, Charles Kingsley,  

advised us t h a t  " t o  be  d iscontented  wi th  t h e  d iv ine  d i scon ten t ,  

and t o  be ashamed wi th  t h e  noble  shame, is t h e  very  germ and 

f i r s t  upgrowth of all v i r t u e  ." 
It occurs t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  N a t i o n d S o c i e t y  f o r  Crippled 

Children and Adults came i n t o  ex i s t ence  because of t h e  $is- 

conten t  of one man, M r .  Edgar F .  A l l e n ,  and his shame f o r  t h e  

s ta te  of our n a t i o n ' s  c r i p p l e d  i n  t h e  1920 ' s .  

involved by t h e  t r a g i c  dea th  of h i s  o m  son, Mr. Allen was 

shocked and d i s t r e s s e d  by t h e  inadequacy of our p r e v a i l i n g  

knowledge of and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  c a r e  of c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n .  

H i s  personal  ded ica t ion  brought i n t o  being a genera l  h o s p i t a l  

and a special h o s p i t a l  to se rve  h i s  0- i .  town of E l y r i a ,  Ohio. 

That ded ica t ion  then expanded t o  seek and ob ta in  s i m i l a r  care 

f o r  o the r  handicapped c h i l d r e n  throughout Ohio and, l i k e  a 

t o r r e n t  l e t  l oose ,  s p i l l e d  over s ta te  borders  and l e d  t o  t h e  

es tab l i shment  of t h e  Nat iona l  Soc ie ty .  

Personal ly  
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A rugged p ioneer  in the f i e l d ,  your Socie ty  w a s  t h e  only 

n a t i o n a l  vo lun ta ry  agency speaking f o r  and a c t i n g  on behalf  of 

the c r i p p l e d ,  It assumed the l ead  in  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  formidable 

problem of provid ing  b o t h  voluntary  and tax-supported r e h a b i l i -  

t a t i o n  services f o r  t h e  handicapped, 

It would n o t  b e  e n t i r e l y  j u s t  t o  say tha t  -- u n t i l  the 

Nat ional  Soc ie ty  w a s  founded i n  1923. -- nobody ca red  about t h e  

f u t u r e  of our handicapped and d i sab led  people .  But i t  i s  n o t  

an exaggerat ion t o  s ta te  tha t  only a f t e r  the es tab l i shment  of 

your Socie ty  w e r e  major e f f o r t s  initiated t o  s tudy and urnder- 

s tand  the s e r i o u s  problems posed by the s i t u a t i o n ,  and t o  ana lyze  

and i n t e r p r e t  these problems f o r  the A m e r i c a n  pub l i c .  E t  w a s  

your Soc ie ty  tha t  f i r s t  s p e l l e d  out  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  over which 

even the b e s t  e f f o r t s  could  stumble,  and then helped t o  forrnulate 

p l ans  f o r  the kind of n a t i o n a l  coopera t ion  and concerted a t t a c k  

tha t  could avoid  these p i t f a l l s  and move toward i t s  g o a l .  

Your Soc ie ty  i n i t t a l l y  sought p u b l i c  r ecogn i t ion  of t h e  

needs and p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  of t h e  c r i p p l e d  and worked v igorous ly  

t o  b r i n g  about l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  provide b a s i c  medical and educa t iona l  

services, More r e c e n t l y  i t  has focused on t h e  development and 

ope ra t ion  of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  and services. And because 

your Socie ty  s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  provid ing  d i r e c t  he lp  t o  the d i sab led ,  

it serves as a r e source  i n  depth f o r  o t h e r  vo lun ta ry  agencies ,  

which refer cases f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  assistance in  communities 
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Jus t  as your Soclzty works si&? by side with dozens or' 

other voluntary organizations 

s ide by s ide with government a t  Iocc1 ,  S ta te ,  and Federal l e v e l ,  

This combination of diverse forces -- wo-rking together for  a 

common purpose -- again charactsrizes k h e  pracr ical  cype of 

pertnership that I consider a key t o  be t t e r  healehe 

the coabined voluntaries work 

Strangely enough, although there has bee2 some la t terday 

abaeement, loud and determined voices have for  many years 

sounded a death knell  for voluntary agencies i n  Amsrica, pointing 

t o  the increasing act2vity of the Federal government i n  health 

matters, 

National Wealth Council held i t s  Yorum i n  Washington, D , C ,  i t s  

delegates refused t o  take counsel of these fears  and visualized 

these voluntary groups as a most essent ia l  component of a partner- 

ship of public and pr ivate  e f f o r t .  

And one of t he i r  major eonclusions w a s  tha t  "despite the 

Yet, I r e c a l l  t ha t  i n  the sprirrg oir' 1 9 6 3 ,  whzn ehe 

phenomenal expansion of government a c t i v i t y  i n  the health f i e l d ,  

voluntary agencies s t i l l  have a leading r o l e  t o  play i n  developing 

the nat ion 's  resources 

Their judgment makes sense t o  me, The t r u t h  of the matter 

i s  tha t  through the combined e f fo r t s  of voluntary agencies and 

government, we have mounted an a t tack  on k i l l i n g  and crippling 

iseases tha t  i s  without precedent i n  his tory.  Any dispassionate 

examination of the nature of the ro les  each s ide p l a y s  i n  the 
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continuing f igh t  only szbstant ia tes  zy firm belief tht 

respective e f f o r t s ,  as  i n  the case of any t rue  partner;I;ip, 

a r e  complementary. 

:heir 

Carping and captious c r i t i c s  d2lFght i n  asser t ing ithat the 

Federal government's research a c t i v i t i e s  a re  elbowing the volun- 

tary organizations out of the research f i e l d .  But i s  t h i s  the 

case? I do not believe s o ,  and I poinpr t o  your own research 

e f fo r t s  t o  prove my point.  For  s o ~ e  1 2  years the National Society 

has operated a modest but purposeful research program through i t s  

Easter Seal Foundation, Your main support, as one would expect, 

has been given t o  investigations of the cause of crippling, the 

prevention of physical d i s a b i l i t i e s  

function of impaired limbs, and measures for  increasing the 

overall  effectiveness of various rehabi l i ta t ion  processes. 

methods for  improving the 

But your broad in t e re s t s  have a l so  included projects designed 

t o  improve the educational, emotional, psychological, social  and 

vocational adjustment of crippled persons. Problems i n  these 

areas may influence the treatment of physical d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  and 

any assistance afforded the physically disabled t o  overcome these 

associated problems cannot but f a c i l i t a t e  t he i r  eventual entry 

i n t o  productive l iv ing ,  



Cur c r i t i c s  n o ~ e  ?=he extent to which the Government suppcrts 

research i n  the same x e a s ,  This i s  t rue .  It i s  a l s o  t rue that -- 
no matter how much research Es s p o n s c r d  by government i n  these 

areas -- the National S o c i e ~ y  i s  i n  no danger i n  being crowded 

f rom the research scene. There w i l l  never be t o o  much research 

done t o  combat k i l l i n g  and crippling diseases,  and there i s  

plenty of room i n  the f i e l d  f o r  both public and pr ivate  research. 

And the r e su l t s  of research sponsored by Government ~ , n d  tha t  

sponsored by your Society a re  of mucual benefit  to these 

partners" i n  research and -- much more t o  the poin-t -- are  of I ?  

benefit  t o  the American people, 

Now, while P have been specff%c i n  speaking t o  your repre- 

sentatives and have re la ted  my remarks to the National Society, 

I hope you w i l l  indulge me i f  I address remarks t o  a l l  

voluntary agencies and t o  all the i r  members who se l f l e s s ly  

invest  t he i r  time, t a l e n t ,  and service i n  volunteer work. 1 

would be unforgivably remiss i f  I did not s ingle  out these 

individuals who form the hard core of voluntaryism, 
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I believe we have reached t he  ps i -n t  in our Nation's history 

where gross speculation as t o  the continued l i f e  of voluntaryism 

w i l l  soon fade away. The volui.,ta~y ~.ge:ncy i s  here t o  s t a y .  It 

does a necessary j o b  and does i t  extremely well .  

by needless intrusion on the ?art of would-be overlords and the 

inevitable "we-can-do-F .~ -be t t e r~ th~n-~7~u~ '  brigades the voluntary 

agency can devote i t s  considerable energy t o  the strengthening 

of i t s  essent ia l  components -- voluntary work sild volrmtary 

giving -- while providing the public with the type of creat ive 

leadership and v i t a l  services tha t  have distinguished voluntaryism 

I f  noc: badgered 

from i r s  very beginnings. 

Of the vas t  amount of work tha t  remains ahead f o r  public 

and pr ivate  instrumental i t ies ,  several essent ia l  tasks a re  

tailor-made f o r  voluntary agencies. F i r s t ,  they have the unique 

capabi l i ty  of creating the demand and presenting the case for  

meaningful research t o  t he i r  l eg is la tors  i n  Washington. They 

have done yeoman work in  t h i s  area i n  the pas t ,  but it; i s  a 

continuing requirement. 

They can help t o  promote the development of the hospital  

as a heal th  service center i n  the eomriunity and a s s i s t  i n  

providing the necessary leadership for judicious area planning 

f o r  optimum use of area medical resources, 
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In  this regard, the  reczn t ly -enac ted  Heart Disease, Cancer 

and Stroke Amendments of 7,965 (PL 83-239),  in  establishing 

regional medical programs of5er fil- dY.ther Q@pQrtUn.ft ies f o r  

agency par t ic ipa t ion .  

mr-mbers  of the loca l  advisory grocps  thac w i l l  help advise 

prospective applicants Fn formulating and carrying o u t  plans 

for  establishing regional medical programs e 

The voluntaries c8n ilcw j o i n  or  S - ~ Q ~ S Q ~  

I believe it i s  imperative that GUT vsluncery agencies 

continue t o  support select ive research. 

they can f o l l o w  new leads with dispatch; they can award grants 

a t  the psychological moment t o  a s s i s t  or t o  encourage potentral. 

breakthroughs; and they have the capabi l i ty  of adjusting t he i r  

direct ion o r  emphasis rapidly,  These a re  advantages voluntary 

agencies enjoy i n  research tha t  t he i r  government partners do not .  

Their n1a~eu-p i s  f lexible;  

And, f i n a l l y ,  they must contirim the i r  outstanding work i n  

organizing and financing heal th  services i n  local  communities 

I hasten to note tha t  I am implying tha t  voluntary 

agencies a re  no t  already deeply involved in  all the task-areas 

I have outlined. 

partisans i n  these areas ,  and only continuing and continual 

conmitment can g e t  the j o b  done. 

But there w i l l  never be enough committed 

These organizations have 

demonstrated over the years those two inseparable prerequisites 
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of achievement: imegination and courage. It t akes  a l i m i t l e s s  

i m g i n a t i o n  to conceive,  t o  de f ine ,  and t o  i n v e s t i g - x ?  unmet 

needs; and it  takes  greet courage to s t r i k e  out  i n  new d i r e c t i o n s ,  

abandoning customary a c t i v i t i e s  an3 l abor ing  i n  t h e  now dim, 

now unce r t a in ,  and always c o n t r o v e r s i a l  no-man's land t h a t  

s tands  between what we- are doing and what needs t o  be  done. 

Your Government needs and welco~?.,es t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of a l l  

vo luntary  groups and their acknowledged e x p e r t i s e  i n  the  n a t i o n a l  

e f f o r t  to p r o t e c t  and i i - p o v e  our paople*s h e a l t h .  

w i l l  move ahead i n  any event ,  bu t  they will move ~ i t h  g r e a t e r  

purpose i f  backed by t h e  kind of conmunity and n a t i o n a l  i nves t -  

ment of knowledgeable peop le ' s  t i m e  and e f f o r t  and humanitarianism 

t h a t  vo luntary  a s s o c i a t i o n s  can provide so w e l l .  

These programs 

Voluntary agencies  have immeasurably enriched t h e  pa r tne r sh ip  

for progress  i n  h e a l t h  t h a t  t h i s  country has made i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

They have r a i s e d  t o  the  h ighes t  degree our American t r a d i t i o n  of 

concern and r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and have dramatized and 

sharpened t h e  edge of our moral s e n s i t i v i t y .  I n  a d i sp lay  of 

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  its very b e s t ,  such groups as yours 

have given warm h e a r t s  and zealous hands to t h e  cause of human 

be t te rment  and r ek ind led  hope and f a i t h  i n  t h e  minds and h e a r t s  

of coun t l e s s  persons .  



another which i s  the p o i n t  of d e p x t u r e  of what i s  t o  foLlow~" 

The National Soeieey for C r i p p l e d  Children and Adirlcs is 

dee:3ly embedded i n  Che pas t  that shaped ths i n i t i a l l y  vague 

outlines sf voluntaryism i n t o  a major force i n  OUT soeiecy. 

While others were as s w i f ~  to move in rnezting a social need, 

none charted a course m r e  p ~ ~ p ~ s e f u l l y  t o  bene f i z  succeediag 

generations * 

The National is eCiUal lg i .  C O T I E l l i t t e d  to the f l l ture ,  

IC i s  meeting here t o  look  i n t o  thae future, a future  it w i L %  

share with other voluntary agencies and with Government a t  

various levels  e 

I n  our C Q I ; I ~ ~ ~ Q ~  excursion into t ha t  future ,  and i n  meeting 

the host of challenges tha t  awaits us there ,  I am confident 

tha t  the partnership of the Government and the volEntaries will 

continue t o  flourisEE and provide t h i s  Nation with the key t o  

greater health and happiness f o r  a l l  of our c i t i zens .  
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In his book, The Future  as  HisZory, Robert Meilbroner 

wrote: 

one face which regards the p a s t ,  and O P , ~  which looks ahead; one 

aspect which is the c ~ l m i n a t f o n  of what has gone before and 

another which is the p o h t  of depe;'t:re of what is t o   follow.'^ 

" . , .every event in histsry has a JanuslFke quaEFty -- 

The National S o c i e t y  f o r  CrrPppled C'ilildren ana Adults is 

deeply embedded in t h e  p a s t  that: shaped the initially vagrze 

outlines of volclntaryfsm into 8 m2jw force -"Ln our soskecy, 

While stizers w e r e  as sw%ft to move i n  ~ n d  -,i-ct.ing a soeka l  need, 

none charted a course more purp~se fuEly  to benefit succeeding 

generations e 

The National Society 2s equally c o n m i i t t e d  ts the futme, 

Et is meeting here to kook i n t o  tha t  future, a fu tu re  it w i l l  

share with other voluntary zgericies and. with G.overnment at 

various levels. 

In our common excursion into that fu tu re ,  and in meeting 

the host of challenges that awaits us there, I am c~nf- ldent  

that the partnership of the Government and the voluntaries will 

continue t o  flourish and provide this Nation with the key t o  

better health. 


